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SUBJ: VISIT OF PAUL DIJOUD, FRENCH SECRETARY OF OVERSEAS 
DEPARTMENTS 

AND TERRITORIES-MAY 17 - 19, 1978 

1. ERENCH MINISTER FOR OVERESEAS DEPARTMENTS AND TERRITORIES PAUL 
DIJOUD VISITED GUADALOUPE, MARTINIQUE DURING THE PAST WEEK. POST WAS 
INVITED AND DID ATTEND LARGE OEFICIAL RECEPTION HOSTED 

BE THE PREFET IN MARTINIQUE. 

2. AT RECEPTION MR. DIJOUD SEEMED TRUE TO THE YOUTHFUL AND DYNAMIC 
GISCARD D'ETAING TYPE. HIS REMARKS TO THE ASSEMBLED GOVERNMENT 
FUNC- 
TIONARIES, ELECTED OFEICIALS, LOCAL PERSONALITIES, LEADING BUSINESSME 
N, 

ETC. WERE MIXED JFK-STYLE IDEALISM WITH HARD-LINE FRENCH 
CENTRALISM. ONE THE ONE SIDE "I DEMAND A GREAT DEAL IF MYSELF... 

I BECAME INVOLVED IN POLITICS 12 YEARS AGO BECAUSE I BELIEVE IN JUSTI 
CE 

AND CHANGING SOCIETY...". JUSTICE, INDEED, FIGURED LARGELY AND SEEME 
D 

TO BE A STRONGLY HELD SOCIAL CONCEPT, HIS OPENING WORDS EXPRESSED 
HIS 

PLEASURE IN BEING IN "THESE DEPARTMENTS WHICH ARE, WILL BE AND WILL B 
E 
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FOREVER A PART OF FRANCE". HE SAID "THERE IS NO DOUBT ON THE 
SUBJECT". AT THE CLOSE OF HIS SPEECH- ACTUALLY MORE A COLLECTION OF 
REMARKS, GIVEN WITHOUT NOTES IN A SERIES OF EXTENSIONS VERY MUCH IN 
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THE STYLE OF THE DEPUTY HE ONCE WAS, MR. DHOUD SOFTENED THE INTRAN- 
SIGENT EFFECT PRODUCED BY HIS WORDS BY DECLARING THAT BECAUSE HE 
WAS 
100 

PERCENT FOR THE CENTRAL GOVERNMENT HE FELT FREE TO OFFER A HAND TO 
THOSE WHO WERE NOT, AND THAT HIS BRAND OF EXIGENCY DID NOT EXCLUDE A 
TOLERANCE, HE INVITED CITIZENS, "AS A LOYAL DUTY" TO KEEP HIM FULLY 
INFORMED OF PROBLEMS IN THE GOVERNMENT. HE PLEDGED THOSE UNDER HIM 
WOULD BE MADE TO PUT THE INTEREST OF THE STATE AND THEREFORE OF MAR- 
TINIQUE BEFORE PARTICULAR ANDPRIVATE ONES. 

3. IN BODY OF HIS SPEECH MR. DHOUD MADE THREE MAIOR OB- 
SERVATIONS: (1) HE THOUGHT HIS AUDIENCE SHOULD KNOW THE CHIEF OF 
STATE'S PERSONAL INTEREST IN THE DOM (2) HE STRESSED HIS 

OWN DEVOTION TO HIS NEW JOB AND (3) PRONOUNCED THE COLONIAL 
SYSTEM DEAD, EMPHASIZED THAT ALL THE LAWS OF FRANCE 
APPLY TO MARTINIQUE, GUADALOUPE AND FRENCH GUIANA WITH 
THE SAME STATUS AS METROPOLITAN FRANCE. 

4. PERHAPS UNFORTUNATELY, DHOUD DID NOT UTILIZE THE OPPORTUNITY 
OFFERED HIM ON THIS OCCASION OR ANY OF HIS OTHER PUBLIC SPEECHES,SO 
FAR PUBLISHED IN THE PRESS, TO ANNOUNCE NEW POLICIES FOR MARTINIQUE, 
GUADALOUPE AND FRENCH GUIANA. IN SPITE OF THIS HOWEVER, 

HIS REMARKS WERE CORDIALLY RECEIVED ALTHOUGH NOT WITH THE 
ENTHUSIASM 

THEIR PATRIOTIC EVOCATIONS AND EXHORTATIONS WOULD HAVE STIRRED IN A 
COMPLETELY UNCRITICAL AUDIENCE. REPRESENTATIVES OF THE OFFICE OF 
UNEMPLOYMENT AND CRAFTSMEN-S TRADE UNIONS ADMITTED TO A SCEPTICISM 
BO 
RN 

OUT OF EXPERIENCE IN DEALING WITH PARIS. 

5. DHOUD'S PREFERENCE WAS A FAMILIAR THEME - 
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PARIS COMMITMENT TO THE ABSO- 
LUTE UNION OF THE FRENCH WEST INDIES WITH METROPOLITAN FRANCE. SIGNI 

FICANTLY HE MADE THE POINT, TIME AND 
AGAIN TO EMPHASIZE THAT MARTINIQUE, 

FRENCH GUIANA AND GUADALOUPE'S SPECIAL TIES WITH THE MAINLAND 
AND TO REMIND THE FRENCH WEST INDIANS THAT IT IS AMONG THE 
AREAS WHICH WILL FOREVER BE FRENCH. HIS MARTINIQUE SPEECH WAS WELL 
RECEIVED AND COULD WELL HAVE BEEN INTERPRETED BY SOME AS HIS EFFORT 
TO AMELIORATE THE REACTION GENERATED BY HIS DECLARATION 
THAT THE 40 PERCENT DEFERENTIAL AND THE LIBERAL R&R BENEFITS FOR DOM 
FUNCTIONARIES WOULD BE RADICALLY REDUCED IN THE FUTURE. THAT STATE- 
MENT, 

MADE IN GUADALOUPE UPON HIS ARRIVAL, PRODUCED INTENSE INDIGNATI 
ON 
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ON THE PART OF FUNCTIONARIES (I.E. SCHOOL TEACHERS, POSTAL AND TELE- 
GRAPH, MILITARY PERSONNEL, PUBLIC HEALTH OFFICIALS AND DEPARTMENT HEA 
DS 

SECTION CHIEFS, ETC.) WITHIN THE PREFECTORAL GOVERNMENT ITSELF. 

6. NOBODY IGNORED THE VISIT: LOCAL PRESS COVERAGE RAN THE GAMUT FRO 
M 

"FRANCE ANTILLES" DUTIFUL REPRODUCTION OF THE OFFICIAL ITINERARY 
AND PUBLIC ADDRESSES TO THE DERISORY DEPERSONALIZATION OF "LE DIIOUD" 
BY THE COMMUNIST WEEKLY "JUSTICE". THE FRIENDLIEST PUBLI- 
CATIONS, HOWEVER, WENT NO FURTHER THAN ADMITTING THEIR GRATIFICATION 
AT THE UNPRECEDENTED VISIT. 

7. FINALLY THE COMMENT M OST COMMON: "HE'S A NICE GUY BUT 
WHAT CAN HE D07WHAT WILL HE DO?" 

8. COMMENT: MANY LEADERS HERE AND IN GUADALOUPE VIEW THE VISIT AS 
REPRESENTING A HEIGHTENED CONCERN ON THE PART OF PARIS FOR THE 
FUTURE OF THE FRENCH WEST INDIES. TO THEM THE VISIT SIGNALLED A PARI 
S 

DESIRE FOR CHANGE BUT FROM WHAT TO WHAT THEY ARE STILL 
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WONDERING. 

9. FOR THE FUNCTIONARIES GIVEN THE FACT THAT PRICES HERE FOR NECESS- 
I 

TIES ARE 20-30 PERCENT ABOVE METROPOLITAN PRICES, THE 40 PERCENT 
DIFFERENTIAL WILL BE STRONGLY RESISTED. THE PROBLEM 
FACED BY PARIS HOWEVER IS COMPLICATED IN THAT THE DIFFERENTIAL HAS 
GONE BEYOND ITS INTENDED PURPOSE TO INDUCE METROPOLITAN FRENCHMEN 
TO WORK IN THE CARIBBEAN AND NOW INCLUDE ALL EMPLOYEES OF THE 
PREFEC- 
TORAL GOVERNMENT SOME OF WHOM MAY NEVER HAVE LEFT THE CARIBBEAN. 
THEY WERE RECRYUTEDLOCALLY AND PREFER TO TAKE THEIR VACATIONS 
VISITING OTHER CARIBBEAN ISLANDS, THE US OR OTHER PLACES. 

ONE KNOWLEDGABLE CONTACT ADVISED CONSUL THAT NUMBER OF 
EMPLOYEES GETTING 40 PERCENT REPRESENTS AN EXCESS 
OF 12 PERCENT OF THE TOTAL WORK FORCE IN GUADALOUPE .MARTINIQUE 
AND 25 PERCENT IN FRENCH GUIANA. 

10. FOR THE AUTONOMISTS, DIJOUD'S VISIT WAS MERELY TO BOOST THE MORA 
LE 

OF THE DEPARTMENTALISTS. BUT HERE TOO, TALK OF A 
REDUCTION IN DIFFERENTIAL IS EQUALLY UNWANTED. THEY FEAR 
PARIS ISPREPARING TO STAND TOUGH AGAINST ANY POTENTIAL CHANGE 
IN THE STATUS AND THEY SEE THE DIFFERENTIAL ISSUE AS A BARGAINING 
CHIP IN PARIS' HANDS. 

ROBINSON 
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